
After reading through the week thirty-three Arbovirus surveillance report from 

the State Health Department, I can imagine that most mosquito control      

programs are  currently doing a fair amount of surveillance and control. With 

sixty human cases, and eight-hundred forty positive mosquito pools, Louisiana 

ranks among one of the top five states in the country with West Nile virus 

(WNV) activity in humans; you can visit the CDC website for further          

information (https://wwwn.cdc.gov/arbonet/maps/ADB_Diseases_Map/

index.html). In addition, Louisiana is currently one of three states with St. Louis 

Encephalitis activity being reported in mosquitoes.  

 

 
Given the importance of mosquitoes and mosquito control in Louisiana, there continues to be plenty of 

opportunities for additional training.  The Western Gulf Centers of Excellence is currently planning a 
workshop in Monroe, Louisiana on September 11th to the 13th.  This event is free and more details can 

be found on the LMCA website. 

 
Lastly, now is an important time to begin thinking about the upcoming LMCA annual meeting, which will 

be taking place at the DoubleTree Hilton in Lafayette, December 4th to the 6th.  This year’s keynote 

speaker will be Lyle Peterson from the Centers for Disease Control. As always, we encourage our 

membership to submit calls for papers before the upcoming deadline. In addition, last year’s poster  

competition was such a great success, we will be moving forward with having a second annual poster 

competition.  We will be providing cash prizes to those in first, second, and third place. Therefore, 

those of you that are less comfortable with presenting in public, can still take the opportunity to    

showcase your findings through the poster competition.   

 

Thank you, and it has been a pleasure serving as your LMCA president. 
 

 

Kristen Healy 

khealy@lsu.edu 
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Located in Lafayette, the Double Tree by Hilton was chosen for this year’s meeting place for the 61st Annual Louisiana       

Mosquito Control Association Meeting.  

 
The conference is an opportunity for members to interact with colleagues, obtain the latest technology and information      

concerning all aspects of mosquito control.  

 
Reservations can be made by calling USA TEL 1-337-235-6111 or at the reservations link http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/

groups/personalized/L/LFTLDDT-LMQ-20181203/index.jhtml . The Louisiana Mosquito Control Association group rate is 

$99.00 per night (double beds) and $109.00 per night (king bed). All members must reference the room block code “LMQ” 

when making your reservation.  Check in time is 4:00 p.m. and check out time is 12:00 p.m.  

 
The registration form to attend the LMCA Meeting is found on Page 3 and can also be accessed on the LMCA website http://

www.lmca.us/. Deadline for early registration is November 2, 2018.  

 

If you have any questions, please call the LMCA office at (985) 543-0454 or email us at office@louisianamosquito.org 

 

We hope to see all of you there!  

Double  Tree by Hilton 

Lafayette 
 

1521 West Pinhook Road 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
 

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/L/LFTLDDT-LMQ-20181203/index.jhtml
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/L/LFTLDDT-LMQ-20181203/index.jhtml
file:///C:/Users/kgarven/Documents/LMCA
file:///C:/Users/kgarven/Documents/LMCA
mailto:office@louisianamosquito.org
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Caddo  

 
Greetings from Northwest Louisiana! It has been an eventful 

season for Caddo Parish Mosquito Control. We had a wet 

early spring and a cool late spring. May rolled in with heat and 

a lack of rain. It has been hot and dry most of the summer 

causing an excessive heat advisory a couple of days. Light trap 

counts have been down with very little flood pool            

mosquitoes. The high amount of Aedes albopictus is causing 

some complaints from the public.  

 
Our gravid trap collections have also been down this year. On 

the disease front, West Nile virus (WNV) has made a impact 

on the mosquitos collected in the gravid traps. As I am     

writing, we have seven total cases, three neuro-invasive, one 

fever and three pre. The positive mosquitoes pools collected 

have been widespread in the urban areas. We are paying extra 

attention to those areas.  

 
On a sad note, the Parish Administration decided to            

re-organize Animal Services and Mosquito Control. They 

transferred out Lloyd Samuels who has been the equipment 

maintenance technician for thirty years at our facility. He did a 

great job and will be missed. The transfer has created extra 

duties for the rest of the staff.  

 
Good luck with the rest of the season and see you at the 

annual meeting.   
 

 

Cameron  

 
After a very dry spring, the rain finally hit in June, with some 

places in the parish receiving 6 inches of rain during a  tropical 
wave.  In July, our parish received an additional 2 to  8 inches 

of rain depending on location. In August, most of the parish    

received about 5 inches of rain. With all of this rain we have 

been very busy dealing with some high numbers of saltmarsh 

mosquitoes and rice field mosquitoes.  Areas with the highest 

mosquito populations have been near the ship channel and the 

marshes closest to the gulf.   

 
Presently we are dealing with a parish wide increase of       

mosquito populations. 

 
In July, we sprayed a total of 124,914 acres by ground and 

229,026 acres by air.  In August, we sprayed a total of 159,358 

by ground and 163,782 acres by air. 

 
Towards the end of August, a report of a possible West Nile 

virus (WNV) human case from a Lafayette man that has a 

camp in Hackberry. It was reported that he became ill with 

West Nile virus while at his camp. We never received any  

official report of this case. We found out from a post on        

Continued… 
 

 
Facebook and then the story made the local news. We treated 

the area extensively by air, ground, and larvacide as a precau-

tion immediately following the first word of this case. We also 

have just had our first   positive mosquito pool in many years 

that tested positive for WNV. It came from the Little Chenier 

area. It was a sample of Coquillettidia perturbans. This area was 

treated by air and ground following the reported sample.   

 
I would like to welcome Kasey Brown to our full time staff as 

an inspector. She has worked for us for five years as a part time 

sprayer and inspector.  
 

Calcasieu  
 

We have had more service requests in the last two weeks than 

we have had all year.  Historically September is the month we 

fly the most.  It appears this aerial spraying trend will continue.  

Rainfall has been rather light for us, but high tides continue to 

hatch multiple brood of salt marsh mosquitoes. 

 

Our modified version of the BG Counter has been successful in 

giving us pre- and post- treatment efficacy for aerial flights.  The 

mosquito rain gauge type setup monitors daily nightly activity 

with occasional labor for changing CO2 and our collection 

chamber.  We will be adding more counters to the aerial zones 

we frequently spray. 

 

District News 
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EBRMARC   

 
It’s the end of August so hopefully we only have 6 weeks of 

hot weather left. This summer our mosquito numbers have 

certainly been very low.  We have had lots of Aedes albopictus 

at residential settings, but large hatch offs of traditional   

floodwater species have been absent for the most part.  Our 

Culex quinquefasciatus collections are also approximately half 

of what we saw at this time in 2017.  However, the number of 

West Nile virus (WNV) positive mosquito pools is the same at 

the end of August as the total we had in 2017. This season we 

have only seen WNV positive samples in about one-half of 

our traps. The virus activity so far this year is completely  

confined to the southern half of the parish.  Even though it 

has been an average WNV season for EBR Parish, the fact that 

Louisiana has had more human cases than the other states at 

this time has resulted in considerable local media coverage. 

 

We want to welcome a number of new employees to our 

department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iberia  

Our District has been busy this mosquito season with West Nile 

activity in mosquito pools.  Fourteen (14) WNV (+) pools have 

been reported to our office by the LSU SVM LADDL. The 

pools have all been relatively small submissions of               

Culex quinquefasciatius from gravid traps with the exception of 

one submission from a BG Sentinel trap collection.  There have 

been no notifications of human occurrence in Iberia Parish as of 

this report.  Our prevalence of WNV activity in mosquito pool 

is typically a 2% infection rate in total submissions.  Though, our 

incidence for this year has not reached those levels; the District 

has implemented expanded surveillance, intensified larviciding 

operations, switched active ingredients for ground ULV trucks 

and targeted aerial interventions to suppress mosquito       

population numbers.  

 

In other news, we are excited to host this year’s LMCA annual 

meeting in Lafayette, LA. December 4 – 6, 2018.  The Hotel 

room block is open for reservations, so be sure to reserve 

your accommodations early.  Paper and poster submissions 

have an early November deadline.  The submissions should be 

sent to Herff Jones email hjones@iberiagov.net. Lastly, the 

Education Day event will include schools from Iberia Parish with 

the event being held at the District offices. The Education   

committee has an excellent event planned for the kids that we 

know they will enjoy their experience.  

District News 
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We also are happy to have Rose Jones as an addition 

to our clerical department! 

New Pest Control Inspectors from top to bottom: Brett 

Heitzmann, Chris Robinson, Larry Hudson, Jr. 

Hernan Guerrero and Carl Wellingon, Jr.  

mailto:hjones@iberiagov.net


Ouachita 

 
Summer has been busy for the district as it relates to West 

Nile activity.  We started seeing our first positive pools in June 

with continued activity since. To date, 57 submitted mosquito 

pools have returned positive for West Nile virus. We have 

responded accordingly by both ground and air.  

 
During the spring and early summer of this year, we also 

started a new project with mapping, treating (as needed), and 

the continuance of treating (as needed) municipal waste   

cavities made throughout the city of Monroe by collection 

trucks of large refuse.  This service has always been offered by 

the city, but it has not been until recently that the service 

provided has started leaving troughs. Fortunately, most of the 

troughs do dry out rather quickly post rainfall but there are a 

number that do not and continuously pose problems as 

breeding locations. The goal is to provide the city with the 

locations of the most problematic locations for future      

remediation such as filling in, etc.  We have also been busy 

with the Aedes oviposition project. 

 

Lastly, OPH-District 8 of the Louisiana Department of Health 

will be hosting a session of the 2018 Master Vector-Borne 

Disease Management Certification Course by TAMU. This 

course will be held September 11 – 13 at the Monroe Health 

Unit.  

St. Tammany 

 

It’s been a busy West Nile virus (WNV) season in St. Tammany 

Parish as it has been elsewhere in Louisiana.  Sixty-three 

WNV-infected pools to date across five mosquito species 

have indicated intense WNV transmission in the Mandeville 

and Covington areas of the Parish.  Though most (79.4%) of 

the positive pools have been Culex quinquefasciatus, Aedes 
albopictus (1.6%), Ae. vexans (4.8%), Cx. erraticus (6.3%) and Cx. 

salinarius (7.9%) have all turned up infected.  The diversity of 

WNV-infected mosquitoes is likely the result of primarily 

trapping with CO2-baited NO LIGHT CDC light traps.     

Because of the WNV outbreak, STPMAD has increased its 

door-to-door source reduction and education efforts. 

 

Many administrative and operational changes have been    

happening at STPMAD.  Entomologist Nick DeLisi and the 

lab team have incorporated their Cx. quinquefasciatus larval    

seasonal development findings into an operational larviciding 

regime with help from Field Operations Supervisor          

Josh Foulon. The roadside ditch larvicide team now treats all 

410 linear miles of septic ditch every 4-5 days during the heat 

of the summer.   

 

 

Continued… 

 

The lab team is also completing annual resistance profiles for all 

larvicides and adulticides the district uses.  In addition, the lab 

team is conducting a study of the effect of larvicide products on 

the effluent quality of sewage package plants.  This information 

will be integral to proving the efficacy and safety of larvicide 

products in these systems. 

 

Unfortunately, STPMAD is losing a seasoned pilot in Ben 

Smith this fall.  Ben was instrumental in continuing the aerial 

program after the loss of Wayne Fisher and Don Pechon.  

Ben brought the vision for the Twin Otter “Skeeterbomber” to 

reality for the STPMAD aerial operations department.  

 

 

Tangipahoa 
 
We are excited to announce that we now have fully operational 

LAMP (loop-mediated isothermal amplification) testing       

capabilities. All equipment was setup at the end of June and 

training was completed in mid-July. At this point, we have test-

ed about forty mosquito samples and have had four West Nile 

virus positives out of these tests. This will reduce wait times as 

we can test specific samples within one to two days of        

collection. This will not replace the testing done at the LSU lab, 

but will supplement during times of suspected increased virus 

activity. There will be a presentation given at the LMCA annual 

meeting regarding this new testing process. 

 
As of August 16th, we have had 42 mosquito pools test positive 
for the presence of West Nile virus out of 1,346 total            

submissions to the LSU diagnostic lab. This has been an active 

year for virus activity for the entire state, and Tangipahoa parish 

has not been spared. At this point last year, we had over 1,500 

submissions, but only seven positives. We have had one      

reported positive human case within the parish, though it was 

not in our mosquito control district.  

 
We have continued our larval and adult control efforts with 

treating roadside ditches, ground spraying operations each 

night, as well as aerial spraying when needed over areas with 

continued disease presence and increased trap activity. 

 
We have seen significant decreases in both CDC and gravid 

traps from last year. CDC traps counts are down about 50% 

and gravid traps are down about 30% from August 2017.  

Hopefully, this lower trend will continue for the rest of the 

summer. 

 

We hope everyone continues to have a great season! 
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Louisiana Mosquito Control Association Members  
 

Mosquito control provides services which are increasingly important to the health, welfare and progress of society. 

Those employed in the mosquito control profession have the responsibility to render effective and professional service 

to humanity, in keeping with the high standards of ethical conduct.  Therefore, in striving to advance and  maintain the 

honor and dignity of the profession, the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association has established the  following code to 

define the conduct and ethics due the profession.  This code is binding on the membership of the LMCA. 
 
LMCA members will use their knowledge and skill for the betterment of human welfare. 
 
Members will, at all times, strive to maintain the public trust, and advance the standards and principles established by 

the LMCA. 
 
Members will cooperate in the exchange of information and technology for the growth and progress of the mosquito 

control profession and the LMCA. 
 
Members will not cause dishonor to the Association through their actions while representing the LMCA. 
 
Members will promote solidarity, harmony and support among members and fellow workers. They will not undermine, 

vilify, berate or otherwise intentionally injure the work, accomplishments, efforts or professional reputation of another. 
 
Members will not conduct or in any way participate in a fallacious review of the work of a fellow worker or other 

member. 
 
Members will help defend and morally support others against unjust claims and accusations.  They will defend the  

mosquito control profession and report to the Board of Directors any member acting in a manner inconsistent with 

the policies and guidelines set forth by the LMCA. 
 
Charges of any violation of this code on the part of any member will be reviewed by the LMCA Board of Directors 

and may, with a majority vote of the Board, result in, but not be limited to, censorship, loss of voting privileges within 

the Association, removal from committee membership and removal from membership in the Association. 
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 E-Newsletters  IPM Training 

 Workshops  Educational Resources 

 Annual Meetings  Legislative/Regulatory Monitoring 

 Technical Advisory Services  Technical Manuals / Bulletins 

The LMCA is a support arm for these operations, those smaller city/community operators and all others 

interested in mosquito control. We provide a platform for educational resources and opportunities 

through publications, meetings and workshops, as well as guidance and technical direction for those in 

need.  Association leadership works closely with state regulators to assure competency within operations 

and vigilance on legislative matters. Through this we are able to uphold our mission of enhancing the 

quality of life through the suppression of mosquitoes for all here in Louisiana. Visit our website at 

www.lmca.us for more information. 

Louisiana Mosquito Control Association  

 

15483 Club Deluxe Road 

Hammond, LA 70403 

Phone: 985-543-0454 

Fax: 985-543-0457 

office@louisianamosquito.org  


